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Mechanism of Bleaching: Pyropia (Porphyra) yezoensis is used for laver farming in Japan. Decrease in nutrient level of seawater causes
the bleaching of the laver (Figure 1). It is thought that phycobilisomes, light-harvesting complexes, are degraded during bleaching (Figure 2).
To know molecular mechanism of laver bleaching, we have studied expression of genes involved in phycobilisome degradation in P,

yezoensis
Retrotransposns : To develop genetic engineering of laver farming, we have isolated retrotransposons from P. yezoensis.
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Figure 1 Bleaching of Pyropia yezoensis Figure 2 Light-harvesting complexes in red algae
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